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a message from senior pastor, Jacob Heine 

May—2026 volume 66 . issue 5 

May brings the end of the academic year. As a congregation, we operate the majority of 
our programming and processes on that academic year. As a vibrant family of believers, 
sharing God’s saving grace to equip the next generation this makes sense. From WOW and 
Sunday School, to youth group and Bible classes, we look at how we help our congregation 
grow in faith through the academic year, and how they can help hand down the wonder of 
the gifts of God to those who are in the next generations. And so, at the end of another 
cycle, it is appropriate to take a moment to say THANK YOU! 
 

Thank you to so many of you who have volunteered your time and skills to lead a class 

in WOW or Sunday School. 
 

Thank you for being here for a full week to lead our children in VBS. 
 

Thank you for singing in choir, participating in praise band, ringing bells, playing the organ, 
and all the many and various ways you provide music for our congregation. 
 

Thank you for running the sound board, ProPresenter, cameras and live stream; all the 

ways that our tech is done. 
 

Thank you for ushering, assisting in communion, acolyting, running coffee fellowship and 

helping make Faith a hospitable place for all. 
 

Thank you for loving and serving your neighbor through community service days and 

volunteering at local service organizations. 
 

Thank you for serving our congregation by mowing the lawn, cleaning up our premises, 

painting our walls, and continuing to make sure our property is well maintained. 
 

Thank you to my fellow staff members for putting countless hours in behind the scenes 

putting together classes, programs, and ministry for the congregation. 
 

Thank you for showing up for worship, Bible class, Sunday School, and small groups to 

grow deeper in wisdom and knowledge. 
 

Thank you for sacrificially giving so that the work of God in this place cannot just continue, 
but thrive. 
 

Thank you for the multitude of things I cannot remember that have happened but have 
been a blessing to our congregation. 
 

St. Paul says it best: 

We give thanks for God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, 

remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 

steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1:2-3) 

 

THANK YOU! 

Pastor Heine 

Messenger 
 As a vibrant family of believers, Faith Lutheran shares             

God’s saving grace to equip the next generation.  
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Please pray for our confirmands 

as they continue their faith 

journey, growing in faith and 

sharing Christ’s love. Rite of 

Confirmation is Sunday, May 3,  

at the 10:45am service. 
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.garage sale.   &   .youth info.    

 

Senior Youth Garage Sale takes place inside the 

south campus building Wed, May 27- Friday, May 29 

from 8am-3pm. All youth planning to attend the 

summer trip to Snow Mountain Ranch should plan on 

attending the following set up nights. Dinner provided 

each night. Senior youth are currently collecting items 

for the garage sale M-F, 8am-12pm, and 1-4:30pm. 

Drop-offs at the south campus (1732 SW Gage) are also 

encouraged on the following set up nights: 

   Thu, May 14, 5-9pm 

    Tue, May 19, 5-9pm 

    Thu, May 21, 5-9pm 

    Tue, May 26, 5-9pm  
 

The Congregation is invited to preview/purchase from 

the garage sale Tue, May 26, 6-8pm. 

Senior Youth is hosting their ANNUAL FREE CAR WASH 

on Saturday, May 30 from 8am-2pm. Students will be 

calling members in advance to ask for pledges per car 

washed. Flat donations also accepted. Come get your  

car washed for FREE and support Faith’s senior youth! 

Junior Youth will welcome the class of 
incoming 6th graders and celebrate the 
outgoing 8th graders as they complete  
middle school. Dinner provided! No RSVP. 

Junior Youth will host coffee fellowship THIS SUNDAY, 

May 3 as we celebrate the Rite of Confirmation with 

our confirmand students. The congregation is invited 

to join us for a light reception in the lobby at 10am 

prior to the 10:45 service. All are welcome!  
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Registration is OPEN! Beneath a canopy of 
chattering birds and howling monkeys, kids plunge 
into a lifelong adventure of discovering  the nature of 
God. They’ll explore what it means to be rooted in 
relationship with their creator, a safe place in life’s 
storms. Join us June 15-19:  

  *Morning Session: 9am-12pm (optional sack lunch) 

  *Evening Session: 6-8pm (optional dinner 5-6pm) 

Adult volunteers needed every year to make VBS a 
success and memorable. Scan the QR code above, 
check the sign up in the lobby or go to 
faithlutherantopeka.com to see volunteer opportunities.  

SPOTS STILL AVAILABLE FOR FAMILY CAMP! 

Ready to make memories, deepen friendships, 

and grow in faith together? 

Households of all sizes are invited to join us for a 

week of family camp on June 28-July 2.  

Programming begins the evening of Sunday,  

June 28 and concludes the evening of Thursday, 

July 2. Children 5 and under attend FREE!  

Scan the QR code to register. 

Can’t make it the whole week?  

No problem! Just register for the day(s)  you can 

attend.  Payment is per person, per day.  

 

The Luke Squad Foundation’s Mission 

Statement is to provide faith-filled hope and 

encouragement (expenses for travel, meals, and 

gifts for extended hospital stays) for families of 

children with health concerns and to provide 

support for all children to live life to the fullest.  

Come out Saturday, June 13, at Shawnee 

Country Club, located at 913 SE 29th.  

Registration starts at 8am with a shotgun start 

to follow at 9am. This event is a four-person 

scramble. Entry fee is $400 per team with Luke 

Superpowers included. A light breakfast and box 

lunch will be provided. Raffle and other various 

prizes will be awarded.  

Hole Sponsorships are $100. Raffle prizes and/or 

donations gladly accepted.  

Join us and “Play With All Your Heart” in memory of  Luke and help raise funds for 

children and families experiencing health issues and hardships. 

faithlutherantopeka.com
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.upcoming events.   

 
 FA I T H  I N  A C T I O N  E V E N T S  

. g e t t i n g  fa i t h  m o v i n g .  

Drinks & snacks provided. Bring a lawn chair! 

Join us at Kauffman stadium Tue, June 9 as 

the Royals take on the Rangers. Scan QR 

Code to register for tickets or click HERE 

NOTE: This is a new group ticketing link, 

different than years past. It will show you a 

list of “Attendees” with “Find Tickets” next 

to each name so you can see where Faith’s 

people have bought tickets and what tickets 

are available near their seats. 

Dad  

golfs for 

FREE! 
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What is a Guided Spiritual Retreat?  
Faith staff and members facilitate a quarterly 48-hour small-group 

experience designed to nurture spiritual growth. The retreat integrates 
a variety of spiritual disciplines, including Bible reading, meditation, 

reflective journaling, prayer, devotions, and more. 
 

Participants are invited to explore these practices in a supportive 
setting, cultivating deeper faith through shared experiences, guided 

teaching, and intentional times of rest and reflection. 
 

The next retreat will be held June 5–7 at the Acorns Resort at Milford 
Lake, a premier lakeside destination near Junction City. All meals and 

lodging are included for a modest fee.  
 

To register, scan QR code, contact DCE Heather or the church office.  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1     May Day 2 
8:00am Men's 
Bible Study 
9:00am Breakfast 
Club 

3 
8:00am Traditional Worship 
9:30am Education Hour 
10:45am Modern Worship & 
Confirmation 
12:15pm Traditional Worship 

4 
5:30pm Hannah 
Circle 
6:00pm Cub 
Scouts 
7:00pm Scouts 

5 
10:00am Bible 
Study 
6:30pm Spiritual 
Life 

6 
11:00am Care 
Card Making 
7:00pm Praise 
Team rehearsal 

7 

12:00pm LWML 
National Day of 
Prayer Service 
(Haskell LIGHT in 
Lawrence) 

 

8 
8:00am 
Scrapbooking 
6:00pm Junior 
Youth BBQ 

9 
8:00am MOST 
Ministry 
8:00am 
Scrapbooking 
9:00am Breakfast 
Club 

10 
Mother's Day 
8:00am Traditional Worship 
9:30am Education Hour 
10:45am Modern Worship 
12:15pm Traditional Worship 

11 
9:00am Quilting 
6:00pm Cub 
Scouts 
7:00pm Eve Circle 
7:00pm Scouts 

12 
10:00am Bible 
Study 
6:00pm LLC 

13 
7:00pm Praise 
Team rehearsal 

14 
5:30pm Garage 
Sale Set-Up 

15 

11:30am Saints 
Alive after 55 

16 
8:00am Men's 
Bible Study 
9:00am Breakfast 
Club 

17 
8:00am Traditional Worship 
9:30am Education Hour 
10:45am Modern Worship 
12:15pm Traditional Worship 

18 
6:00pm Cub 
Scouts 
7:00pm Scouts 

19 
10:00am Bible 
Study 
5:30pm Garage 
Sale Set-Up 

20 
11:00am Care 
Card Making 
1:30pm Deborah 
Circle 
7:00pm Praise 
Team rehearsal 

21 
5:30pm Garage 
Sale Set-Up 
7:15pm Choir 
rehearsal 

22 23 
8:00am Men's 
Bible Study 
9:00am Breakfast 
Club 

24 
Pentecost 
8:00am Traditional Worship 
9:30am Education Hour 
10:45am Modern Worship 
12:15pm Traditional Worship 

25 Memorial Day 
Church office 
closed 
5:00pm LWML 
Exec Meeting 
6:00pm Scouts 
7:00pm Scouts 

26 
10:00am Bible 
Study 
5:30pm Garage 
Sale Set-Up 
6-8pm Member 
Preview Garage 
Sale 

27 
8am-3pm Garage 
Sale 
7:00pm Praise 
Team rehearsal 

28 
8am-3pm Garage 
Sale 

29 
8am-3pm Garage 
Sale 

30 
8:00am Men's 
Bible Study 
8:00am Youth Car 
Wash 
9:00am Breakfast 
Club 

31 
8:00am Traditional Worship 
9:30am Education Hour 
10:45am Modern Worship 
12:15pm Traditional Worship 
5:00pm Footsteps of Paul Info 
Meeting 
6:00pm Faith in Action Trivia 

1 
5:30pm Hannah 
Circle 
7:00pm Scouts 

2 
10:00am Bible 
Study 
6:30pm Spiritual 
Life 

3 
11:00am Care 
Card Making 
7:00pm Praise 
Team rehearsal 

4 
8:00am 
Scrapbooking 

5 
Guided Spiritual 
Retreat 
8:00am 
Scrapbooking 

6 
Guided Spiritual 
Retreat 
8:00am Men's 
Bible Study 
9:00am Breakfast 
Club 
12:15pm Junior 
Youth Swimming 

M A Y 
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. C O M M U N I T Y.    . O U T R E A C H . 

DOORSTEP VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD GOES TO...  

 

 

Connie began volunteering at Doorstep three years ago after learning about the organization through her 
mission congregation, Faith Lutheran Church. She enjoys connecting with both fellow volunteers and the 
clients we serve. 

Connie volunteers twice a week in the clothing room, assisting neighbors in need of clothing and helping 
run the dryers so items can be cleaned and restocked. She has also stepped in to help during Coordinator 
meetings, working alongside Carol when other volunteers are attending the meeting. 

Connie is friendly, helpful and always smiling. We are grateful for her dedication. Thank you, Connie! 

Join us on Saturday, June 6, in the Christ the King 

Catholic Church parking lot for a day filled with fun 

and community activities! 

The event kicks off with registration at 8:00am, 

followed by the 9th Annual Neighbor Helping 

Neighbor Walk/5K Fun Run at 9am. Participants can 

choose from two routes through the neighborhood. 

Beginning at 9:30am, we will welcome entries for 

the Classic Car Show, featuring a “People’s Choice” 

Award. The Family Fun Zone will include bounce 

houses, face painting, and a balloon artist—all free 

of charge. 

Additional highlights include a variety of food trucks, 

DJ, raffles, and displays of emergency vehicles, 

including a fire truck, police car, and the Storm 

Chaser truck. The event runs from 9am to 2pm, with 

car show voting at 12:30pm and awards presented 

at 1pm. 

Registration for the walk/run is $30, and the car 

show entry fee is $20.  

Proceeds from the event will support Doorstep. We 

are also excited to unveil a special project at the 

event that highlights the future of Doorstep! 

• boys/girls jeans 

• mens jeans 

• toasters 

• coffee makers 

• large pots 

• large saucepans 

• quilts (all sizes) 

• comforters (all sizes) 

• indoor trash cans (up to 13 gal) 

DOORSTEP CURRENT 
NEEDS 

Connie Tarvin 
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Oh come, let us sing to the LORD;  

let us make a joyful noise  

to the rock of our  

salvation !  
   Psalm 95:1  

Topeka Zone Meeting in Lawrence  
 

Eight members from Faith attended the Topeka Zone meeting on April 11 at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Lawrence. Pastor Andrew Wehling (Immanuel, 
Lawrence) opened the gathering with a devotion based on Hymn 467,“Awake,  

My Heart, with Gladness.” 
 

A program director and a student from Haskell LIGHT presented on their 
organization’s work. They support students at Haskell through Bible studies, 
spiritual guidance, prayer, and a variety of daily and monthly events. Their 
ministry provides a welcoming, safe environment where students can grow in 
their faith and where seeds of faith are continually being planted. 

 

          
Annual Spring Sal ad Super  
 

Forty-seven women attended  the Annual Spring Salad Supper on 
April 14. Deborah Circle organized the program, and Ruth Circle 
served as hostess. 
 

The evening’s presentation highlighted “Project 2 Restore,” a 
residential, faith-based restoration home for women who have 
experienced the complex trauma of sex trafficking. 
 

Funding was approved to assist with the purchase of new Advent 
paraments for the altar (memorials honoring Ethel Kufahl and 
Marge Carver), as well as to support Project 2 Restore and Orphan 
Grain Train. 
 

Officers installed for the coming year are Karen Brumleve, President; Shari Albrecht, Vice President and Christian Growth; 
Connie Tarvin, Treasurer; and Claire Banion, Secretary. 

 

Kansas District LWML Convention 
 

The 41st Biennial Convention of the LWML Kansas 
District was held in Manhattan, Kansas, April 17–19. 
The convention theme, “Bear Fruit That Will 
Last” (John 15:16), guided the weekend’s worship and 
activities. 
 

Highlights included the opening worship service with 
Holy Communion, the procession of banners from the 
12 zones across Kansas, a Bible study led by Rev. 
Michael Schuessler, and presentations on Mites in 
Action. Attendees also enjoyed Saturday evening 

entertainment, participated in servant events, and conducted business meetings—all reflecting our shared faith and identity 
as followers of Jesus. 
 

Four delegates from our LWML participated in voting on mission grant proposals, God’s Gracious Gifts funding, and officers for 
the upcoming biennium. They were joined by five additional attendees from our group. 
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O F F I C I A L  A C T S  

FUNERAL:   

4/27 Idell Dankert  

TRANSFER OUT: 

 4/23 Margie Corum to Trinity Lutheran, Cole Camp, MO 

TRANSFER IN:  

4/30 Thad, Marlee, Paige & Haley Carpenter from 

  Christ Lutheran, Topeka 

For the current month                    
       Total General Fund Donations            118,840 
       Operating Expenses (excluding net rental property income)         $    97,629 
       Net Balance for the month                                                             $    21,211 
                  
 Year-To-Date                      
       Total General Fund Donations                                                             329,839 
       Operating Expenses (excluding net rental property income)          $   290,968   
       Net YTD Balance                                                                             $     38,871   
                  
 Donations             
       Current month compared to the prior year MTD - Over (Under)     $     34,113 

              YTD compared to the prior year - Over (Under)                             $     53,653 

March 2026 … f lc  t reasurer  update  

Haskell LIGHT (137 Pawnee Ave, Lawrence) will host the 

Topeka Zone Prayer Service Thursday, May 7 at noon. Light 

refreshments served following the service. RSVP by May 4 

to Karen Peterson (785-232-5330) to coordinate rides.  

LWML Mite Box 
 

Our first mission grant for 2026–2028 has been awarded 
to the Immanuel Community 
Outreach Association (ICOA) 
in Kansas City, Kansas. This 
grant will support the 
development of a low-cost 
laundromat paired with 
wraparound services to 
address the spiritual, 
educational, physical, and 
emotional needs of families in the low-income Argentine 
community. 

Please consider supporting this meaningful outreach 
through your mite donations the first Sunday of the month. 

Isaac Mitchell Gateley - 2 Chronicles 15:7 

Bryson Kurt-Patrik Hale - Psalm 46:1 

Weston Everett Henley - Romans 16: 19-20 

George Franklin Hogg - 1 Cor. 16:14 

Aubrey Alexis Maxwell - Phil. 4:13 

Preston Liam Moran - Psalm 119:105 

Easton Delbert Reetz - Jer. 29:11 

Rylan Atchison 

Rylynn DeMers 

Paige Heine 

Grace Mellies 

Cash Pfrang 

Caroline Wertzberger 

Landon Cobler 

Ben Hale 

Andrew Marstall 

Pierson Moran 

Ronin Spagnuolo 
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Heather McCormick, director of youth & family ministry                           

           Care Card         

   Ministry 

Kind words can make a 

significant impact. Please 

consider stopping by our 

Care Card Station in 

the lobby to write a short 

note with encouraging 

words and/or scripture to 

our members who are ill, 

homebound, hospitalized 

or recovering. Mark your 

calendars & join us in 

making cards May 6 & 20  

Rm 206/208, 11-2pm. 

Aspen Maxwell  1 

Mark Brewer  2 

Isaac Gateley  2 

Caleb Hillrichs  2 

Reva Hossfeld  2 

Jason Wills  2 

Jeff Kuhn  4 

Tim Owen  4 

Alisha Bolz  5 

Ann Mah  5 

Donna Hass  6 

Aidan Obdyke  6 

Juli Mazachek  6 

Tom Dittmer  7 

Jean Rader  7 

Dan Ramsey  7 

Dave Schwartz  7 

Victoria O’Shea  8 

Jarrett Woodley  8 

Theresa Heine  9 

Aric Zillinger  9 

Laine Caleb  10 

Barb Bowers  11 

Noah Tenbrink  11 

Megan Glinka  12 

Jacob Schwartz  12 

Lauren Rollenhagen 13 

Rebecca Gerhardt 14 

Mary Ann Graham 14 

Rebecca Nelson  16 

Claire Banion  17 

Felecia Goins  17 

Howard Graham 17 

Cindy Hamilton  17 

Jacob Marchant  17 

Brooks Burdiek  18 

David Pinick  19 

Leroy Schick  19 

Rich Mesloh  21 

Judy Hamilton  22 

Christine Jordan 22 

Delainey Duermeier 23 

David Lippe  24 

Rachel Schultz  24 

Mike Poe  25 

Emilio Brackman 26 

Melissa Knowland 26 

Cliff Sheets  26 

Kimberly Apps  27 

Blake Ramsey  29 

Jacki Theis  29 

Roger & Jennifer Offermann 1 

Bob & Merrilee Kuhn  4 

Rod & Barb Bleich  5 

Cliff & Patty Hanser  5 

David & Colleen Lippe  9 

Bob & Stephanie Abbott  10 

Lane & Erinn Grist  13 

David & Caity Huesers  13 

John & Jeanette Driscoll  18 

Larry & Ann Mah  19 

Anthony & Angie Decker  20 

Justin & Dani Campbell  21 

Larry & Caryn Sheets  21 

Mark & Kay Neuer  23 

Gerald & Carolyn Schneider 24 

Darin & Betty Schwant  24 

John & Kim Holter  25 

Joshua & Brooke Rush  25 

Delmer & Ethel Kruse  26 

Kirby & Joy Lester  29 

Jim & Joanna Bradshaw  30 

Tim & Jan Lyle  30 

John & Cynthia Barrett  31 

Olivia & Alex Dombrowski 31 

Chris & Linda Meyer  31 

 May Anniversarie s  
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S k i n  C a n c e r 
a message from our Parish Nurse Pat Schultz, RN 

May is National Skin Cancer Awareness Month. With summer’s 
heat and sunshine quickly approaching, it’s a good time to be 
mindful of how to protect our skin and reduce the risk of             
sun-related damage. Here is an overview of the three main types 
of skin cancer and steps you can take to stay safe. 

Basal Cell Carcinoma (BCC) 
Basal cell carcinoma is the most common type of skin cancer—and 
the most common form of cancer overall. It develops in the basal 
cells, the lowest layer of the skin, and is usually found on areas 
frequently exposed to the sun. BCC often appears as a small, shiny 
bump or a scaly, flat patch that grows slowly over time. 

Common signs of BCC include: 

• A lump, bump, pimple, scab, or scaly lesion 

• A growth that is translucent or ranges in color from white or 
pink to brown, black, or bluish 

• A shiny appearance, sometimes with visible blood vessels 

• Slow growth over time 

• Itching or tenderness 

• An open sore that may ooze or bleed 
 
Prevention Tips (for all skin cancers): 

• Avoid sun exposure between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 

• Avoid tanning beds and sunlamps 

• Use sunscreen with SPF 30 or higher daily; reapply every two 
hours when outdoors, sweating, or swimming 

• Wear lightweight, long-sleeved clothing, a wide-brimmed hat, 
and sunglasses 

• Perform monthly skin self-examinations 

• Schedule annual skin checks with a dermatologist 

• Report any skin changes to your healthcare provider promptly 
 

Squamous Cell Carcinoma (SCC) 
Squamous cell carcinoma is the second most common type of skin 
cancer. It develops in the squamous cells, which make up the outer 
layer of the skin. SCC occurs when these cells grow uncontrollably, 
often due to DNA damage caused by ultraviolet (UV) radiation 
from the sun or tanning devices. 

Risk factors for SCC include: 

• Skin that burns easily 

• A history of frequent sunburns 

• Previous precancerous skin lesions or skin cancer 

• A weakened immune system 

• Scars or chronic skin wounds 
 
SCC can grow deeper into the skin and, in some cases, spread to 
other parts of the body if not treated early. Prevention measures 
are the same as those listed above. 

Melanoma 
Melanoma is less common than BCC or SCC but is the most serious 
form of skin cancer due to its ability to spread quickly. It begins in 
melanocytes, the cells responsible for skin pigment. 

Melanoma often develops from a mole or appears as a new dark 
spot on the skin. While most moles are harmless, any changes 
should be evaluated. The ABCDE rule can help identify warning 
signs: 

• A – Asymmetry: One half does not match the other 

• B – Border: Edges are irregular, ragged, or blurred 

• C – Color: Uneven color or multiple shades 

• D – Diameter: Larger than 6 mm (size of a pencil eraser) 

• E – Evolving: Changes in size, shape, color, or elevation 
 
In addition, any mole that itches, bleeds, or looks different from 
others should be checked by a healthcare professional. 

In Summary 

The most important step in reducing your risk of skin cancer is 

prevention. Consistent sun protection, monthly self-exams, and 

annual professional skin evaluations are key to early detection and 

successful treatment. Stay skin-safe while enjoying the outdoors 

this summer! 
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FAITH 

LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
 

1716 SW Gage Blvd  

Topeka, Kansas 66604 

 

785.272.4214 

office@faithlutherantopeka.com 

 

 

Follow us on:  

 

STAFF 
Jacob Heine, senior pastor 

PastorHeine@faithlutherantopeka.com 

Martin Albrecht, assistant pastor 

PastorMartin@faithlutherantopeka.com 

Jeff Lane, associate pastor 

JeffLane@faithlutherantopeka.com 

Heather McCormick, dir. of youth/family ministry 

DCEHeather@faithlutherantopeka.com 

Linda Meyer, director of music & worship arts 

LindaMeyer@faithlutherantopeka.com 

Lacey Greene, admin assist/communications 

LaceyGreene@faithlutherantopeka.com 

Jason Wills, facility manager/admin coordinator 

JasonWills@faithlutherantopeka.com 

Debbie Siegel, bookkeeper 

Bookkeeper@faithlutherantopeka.com 

Pat Schultz, RN, parish nurse 

TiredMomPLS@aol.com 

Jessica Atchison, SS & WOW superintendent 

JessicaKidMin@gmail.com 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Mon - Fri  8:00am to 4:30pm (closed 12-1pm) 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 8:00*  - Traditional Worship 

10:45* - Contemporary Worship 

12:15 - Traditional Worship 

* also live-streamed on Facebook, YouTube    

EDUCATION 
 Sundays for all ages: 9:30am 

WOW Wednesdays: 5:15-7:30pm (Sept-Apr) 

     

    E 

    A 

    S 

    T 

    E  

    R 

Community Service Day Out 

Last WOW Foam Party 


